Definition of TB  § 32.1-49.1. Definitions.  "Active tuberculosis disease" means a communicable disease caused by an airborne microorganism and characterized by the presence of either (i) a specimen of sputum or other bodily fluid or tissue that has been found to contain tubercle bacilli as evidenced by culture or other definitive diagnostic test as established by the Commissioner, (ii) a specimen of sputum or other bodily fluid or tissue that is suspected to contain tubercle bacilli as evidenced by smear and sufficient clinical and radiographic evidence of active tuberculosis disease is present as determined by a physician licensed to practice medicine in the Commonwealth, or (iii) sufficient clinical and radiographic evidence of active tuberculosis disease as determined by the Commissioner is present, but a specimen of sputum or other bodily fluid or tissue containing or suspected to contain tubercle bacilli is unobtainable.  "Tubercle bacilli" means disease-causing organisms belonging to the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex and includes Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Mycobacterium bovis, Mycobacterium africanum or other members as established by the Commissioner.  "Tuberculosis" means a disease caused by tubercle bacilli. Conditions for Invoking Isolation  Implemented in "least restrictive means."
Reporting of TB -Initial
 "Least restrictive" means the minimal limitation of the freedom of movement and communication of an individual while under an order of isolation or an order of quarantine that also effectively protects unexposed and susceptible individuals from disease transmission.
VAC 5-90-10
Public Good Civil Liberties
Health Records Privacy
 The Commissioner has the authority to examine any health records of any person subject to an order of quarantine or isolation. A covered entity may disclose protected health information to the Commissioner without obtaining consent from the patient pursuant to this article. Other TB Laws: EMS  EMS shall not refuse to transport a person with a communicable disease.
 Transferring health care facility shall alert EMS agency of the condition of a patient with a communicable disease and the types of precautions to take.
 Physician who later determines transported patient has communicable disease shall notify EMS agency.
